
Presidential Points
Wow!  Where did October go??  Thanksgiv-

ing is nearly upon us!  The PTA is thankful for all

of you who have supported, and continue to

support, the fund raising efforts.

The beginning of the year is always so

crammed with fundraisers; as PTA President

sometimes I feel like that's all we do is push

things for the kids to sell. Unfortunately the bulk

of the fundraising must be done at the start of

the year to ensure that the PTA has enough

money to pay for the projected costs. A couple of

the bigger ticketed items the PTA pays for, that 

the school cannot, are assemblies and buses.

We try to schedule one school-wide educational

and enriching assembly per month. The cost for

each assembly can range from $500.00 to

$1,200.00. We also budget for the cost of a bus

for one bused field trip per grade level.  The cost

for one bus runs around $200.00 and not all

grade levels are able to fit into just one bus.    

So, as you can see, the PTA costs quickly

add up... and this does not include other things

like supplies, activities and teacher support.

Without the fundraising and your generous sup-

port, the efforts to give our kids a more enriching

educational experience would not be possible.

As parents, I'm sure you will be thankful that the

current coupon book fund raiser will be the last

for a while.  The PTA earns $8.00 for every book

sold...  sale end November 16.  Thank you for all

that you do!!

Vickie Mitchell

Foster PTA President

More news on Page 2 
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Q&A With Principal Shiminski

How long have you lived/worked in San

Diego, where were you before?

I grew up in a little town called Nelliston, NY

that was joined by a bridge and one stop light

to our neighboring community Fort Plain with a

population of 2,000 people between them.  I

had my     father for my 9th grade history

teacher and     mentor who always inspired me

to work with kids. He taught me to believe in

ALL people.

For the first seven years of my career, I

was lucky enough to co-teach with my one of

my brothers as we supported emotionally

handicapped  students in grades 3 through 6.

After interviewing for San Diego Unified, I  

Hurray for the rummage sale! 

Thank you to all of the donors

and volunteers who helped

make this a successful event.

Without your donations and

support we could not have

raised $718.03 for our end of year activities.

We appreciate all of the helpers, and want to

give a special recognition to those who

helped even though they are not parents of a

5th grade student: Robyn Smith, Marella

Rodriguez, Jeanne Barnes, Debra Waddell,

Maria Mendez, Susana Dangaran, Rosalia

West, and Corrina McVicar. We are halfway

to our goal!

Thank you,

Lynne Ahles

Continued on page 2
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decided to pack up and start a new adventure. I

moved to San Diego in August 1997 to work as a

special education teacher at Central Elementary.

I met my husband here (he happens to be from

where I grew up) and we have an 8 year old

daughter, Vivian, who attends Foster. 

Where else did you work before Foster?

In the 15 years I have lived in San Diego, I’ve

worked as a special education teacher at Central

Elementary and Pacific Beach Middle School.  I

spent 4 years as a Peer Coach/Staff Developer

coaching teachers, principals and coaches. I had

the fortunate opportunity to earn my administra-

tor's credential and serve as the principal of the

Old Town Cultural/Historical Program for 8 years

bringing California history alive for over 10,000

SDUSD fourth graders each year. With budget

cuts and an end to that position, I found myself

at Patrick Henry High School for the 2011-2012 

school year as a Vice-Principal before arriving at

Foster Elementary.

What made you want to come to Foster?

I knew last year while at PHHS that I wanted

to return to an elementary school setting to be

able to utilize my talents working with younger

students. When I saw that Foster's principal

position was open, I jumped at the chance to join

the  Foster team. I remembered the teachers

and  students that visited the Old Town program

each year and how great they are. I drove by

Foster everyday on the way to work at PHHS

and knew this school is special.  I studied about

Foster and made sure to show the interview

panel who I really am as a person and leader.  I

am proud to be a part of the Foster community

and to support everyone as the principal of an

amazing, talented school.

What do you hope for the future at Foster?

Foster has made incredible growth this year

on the AYP: 844 points out of 1000.  This in-

crease of 59 points was the 4th largest growth in

SDUSD schools. I am proud for Foster, but I

want more:

*  I want ALL students to be proficient or 

advanced in reading, writing, mathematics, 

science and social studies.

*  I want students to LOVE the arts, music and 

enrichments they deserve.

*  I want to hear students LAUGH everyday as 

they WONDER and ENGAGE in learning.

*  I want the teachers to continue to be          

CREATIVE, DEDICATED people who strive 

to learn more for the sake of strengthening 

our kids.

*  I want Fosters' parents and community to 

SUPPORT their neighborhood school any 

way they can.

*  I want to use our resources to support all    

students to SUCCEED and receive a well-

rounded education.

*  I want Foster to "SHINE like a GEM" for 

Allied Gardens!

Principal Shiminski, from page 1

Dates to Remember
November. 16.......Coupon Book Sale ends

Nov. 19-23.............Thanksgiving week holiday

Nov. 26-30............ Parent/Teacher Conferences  

all  week school out at 12:05

Nov. 26..................PTA Meeting, 6:00pm 

bungalow 24

December 1.........Saturday School

December 15........Saturday School

Dec. 18-20.............Gingerbread Shop

Dec. 24 - Jan 4......Winter Break PLEASE

NOTE THIS IS A CORRECTED DATE!! Winter 

Break begins Dec. 24, not Dec. 19.

January 7....................School resumes


